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n early-season heat wave gripped areas from the
Southwest to the central and southern Plains,

increasing crop-water demands for irrigated crops, stressing
immature winter wheat and dryland summer crops, and
hastening winter wheat maturation.  Weekly temperatures
averaged 2 to 11oF above normal in the southern portions of
California and Nevada, the Four Corners region, and the
central and southern Plains. Towards week’s end,
however, cooler weather and scattered showers eased crop
stress across the central and southern Plains.  On the
southern Plains, the late-week soil moisture improvements
encouraged additional cotton and sorghum planting.
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